
International

Ethnographic

FilmFestival

Travels Ukraine
(Bessarabia)



The special and rare format that is a
pertinent resource for presenting
countries around the world and making
cultural communications.  

The organizing and participating
countrieswill tell audiences in different
countries and locations about different
peoples, their lifestyle, origins, processes
of cultural and domestic relations, family
life, worldview, folk knowledge, beliefs
and superstitions, rites and customs—
all, forming the nation.

OKO brings together filmmakers and
folklorists, film lovers and fans of
customs and traditions.  

The feast of ethnographic and
anthropological documentary and
fiction films.

WhatisOKO



CROSS-PROMOTION

Ethnographic
Awareness

Cultural Identity

BOOSTING TOURISM

SPOTLIGHT ON
NATIONAL FILMS

INDUSTRY
COLLABORATION

Cultural Diplomacy

Intercultural
Dialogue

Strengthening Ukraine’s voice and
conducting cultural diplomacy in Europe
and around the world.

Promoting Ukrainian culture in Europe
and European culture in Ukraine.


Raising awareness of the importance
of studying ethnography and
watching ethnographic films as a way
of understanding different cultures.

Fostering pride in the historical and
cultural heritage among European citizens.

Promoting Europe’s tourism potential
through a major film event. 

Increasing interest in national
cinema among European audiences.

Facilitating the exchange of technical
and creative expertise through
festivals, screenings, and discussions.

Encouraging intercultural dialogue
through cinema.

Our goals

New Perspectives
Broadening worldviews through
unconventional films and stories from
non-European communities and
perspectives.



Our project aims to unite Ukrainians and Europeans, 
building a sense of national unity, as well as to 
promote cultural diversity and strengthen cultural 
tolerance and respect. 

 

We aim to build a permanent network of locations, 
institutions and partner festivals with the potential to 
expand and involve other countries, with a special focus on 
minorities and small communities, small towns where 

the traditions and culture of different 

peoples are preserved.


Look  at  Ukraine 

   with  other  eyes!



OKO travelled around Europe and organized
special screenings of Ukrainian films
in 6 countries.

Watch OKO Tour

Highlights

Bulgaria

Finland
Belgium

Switzerland
Poland

Sweden

( May 24–26, 2022;
November 25–27, 2022; February 24–26, 2025 )



( November 20, 2022 )



( March 19-24, 2023 ) 


( March 25–26, 2023 )



( February 21; March 7, 21 and 28, 2025 )



( May 15–17, 2025 )


2022-2025

→

https://youtu.be/9MKDuz0XdP0?si=PTnTaTJS16OAGMrw
https://youtu.be/9MKDuz0XdP0?si=PTnTaTJS16OAGMrw
https://youtu.be/9MKDuz0XdP0?si=ly3gtYUz_zF5glip


Diorama
The Train: Kyiv – War

Thus They Will Sing
The Living Fire

Chamur Place of Power

(dir. Zoya Laktionova)

(dir. Korniy Hrytsiuk)


(dirs. Diana Horban, Anna Yutchenko)

(dir. Ostap Kostyuk)

and (dir. Tetiana Stanieva)



Sofia, , Bulgaria
May 24–26, 2022
Screenings and discussions of Ukrainian films at
Cinema House (Dom na Kinoto):

A parallel photo exhibition showcased Ukraine’s regions through
the eyes of Oleksandr Baron, Anna Senik, and Elena Rubashevska.

A Showcase of raUk inian Films at Orion Cinema:



(dirs. Diana Horban, Anna Yutchenko)

(dir. Oleksandr Kovsh)


(dir. Myroslav Lutsyk)

(dir. Yurii Kovalov)



The screenings sparked heartfelt discussions and showed
the strong presence of Ukraine in Finland through cinema
and cultural connections.

Thus They Will Sing
Mustached Funk

Own
The Stronghold

Helsinki, Finland

November 20, 2022

More Info More Info

https://domnakinoto.com/
https://cinemaorion.fi/en/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16bVtU4WFr/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16TzbwGcBe/


OKO intheEUParliament

March 19 -24 , 2023
TheOKO teamheld a series of events in Belgium, prese

(dir. Tetiana Stanieva)

(dir. Myroslav Lutsyk)



Аlong with the photo exhibition
by ethnophotographer Oleksandr Baron.



Screenings took place at the Bulgarian Embassy and the European Parliament—
where OKO became the first to showcase a Ukrainian film. Audiences engaged in
discussions with the filmmakers and learned firsthand about the war in Ukraine.
The program concluded with the event “Yes, Bulgaria is with Ukraine!” featuring
music, traditional dances, and a charity auction in support of Ukraine.  

ntingUkrainian films:
 

Place of Power
Own

Different Ukraine

Brussels, Belgium

→

https://youtu.be/IPb6_9BV7pQ?si=PpjEejIl5KAzuQkp


OKO presented Ukrainian films:



 (dir. Myroslav Lutsyk)

 (dir. Taras Tomenko)


 (dir. Tetiana Staneva)



  Own
     Terykony
  Place of Power

Zurich ,  Switzerland
March 25–26 , 2023

The screenings were accompanied by the photo exhibition 
 by Oleksandr Baron and a charity fair 

supporting the 88th Separate Marine Battalion from Bolhrad. 

The audience showed strong solidarity and firm belief in 
Ukraine’s victory.


Different Ukraine

The conversation highlighted the 
2014 through the full-scale in

war’s development from 
vasion in 2022.

The OKO Film Festival held screenings at Cinema House 
(Dom na Kinoto) in Sofia, showcasing impactful films 
about Ukraine’s painful history and enduring resilience.

Sofia,  ,   Bulgaria
November 25–27, 2022

  Peacekeepers: In the Svaneti Mountains
 The Stronghold
      The Wormwood Star
   The Living Fire
  Own
   Terykon

 (dir. Andriy Kirshin)

 (dir. Yuriy Kovalyov)


  (dir. Adelina Borets)

 (dir. Sergei Bukovski)


 (dir. Myroslav Lutsyk)

 (dir. Taras Tomenko)

More Info More Info

https://domnakinoto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16VJzVsaA1/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16Z5R2f6K6/


In Warsaw, at the Ukrainian House Film Club, audiences 
attended a series of documentary screenings that shed light 

on Ukraine’s war through personal and cinematic lenses.



 Oscar 2025 nominee

          (dirs. Slava Leontyev,  Brendan Bellomo)  


 
  


 (dir. Roma

 (dirs. Serhii Zeinalov, Maksym Khotylenko)




         The Porcelain War

   Letters from the War. 

    Letter 1: The Pulse of Ukraine
  The Inglorious Serfs
 .   Save

(dir. Tetiana Staneva)


n Perfilyev)



Warsaw ,  Poland
February 21; March 7, 21, 28 , 2025

       Letters from the War. 

       Letter 1: The Pulse of Ukraine
       Save

 (dir. Tetiana Staneva)



 (dirs. Serhii Zeinalov, Maksym Khotylenko)



The screenings were followed by thoughtful and emotional 
discussions with the filmmakers, engaging students and faculty 
in an open dialogue about war, empathy, and shared values.


February 24 –26 , 2025
Sofia,  ,   Bulgaria

OKO held screenings of the Ukrainian documentaries 
at Sofia University: “St. Kliment Ohridski,” New 
Bulgarian University, and the National Academy for 
Theatre and Film Arts “Kr. Sarafov” (NATFA):

More Info

More Info

https://ukrainskidom.pl/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18QrFxmKjF/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1ajHmZoDJH/


       Letters from the War. 

       Letter 1: The Pulse of Ukraine
       Save

 (dir. Tetiana Staneva)



 (dirs. Serhii Zeinalov, Maksym Khotylenko)



The films were screened for the Bulgarian and Ukrainian 
diaspora and the Swedish audience.  
The discussions that followed explored the impact of the war, 
the reach of Russian propaganda in the Bessarabian region, 
personal testimonies, and the vital need for ongoing European 
support for Ukraine.


May 15 –17, 2025
Stockholm ,   Sweden

Screened Films:

More Info

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15ZqoVzb3r/


Around Cinema

Folk Ph hibitionoto Ex

Meetings with 
Ukrainian 

performers

Online and offline 
discussions 


with directors, 
screenwriters, folklorists 

and ethnographers

and more ...
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organisers



Salary 


Cinema Hall Rentall 


Technical services (film preparation for screening) 


Poster printing 


Promotion (SMM, photo, video, targeting, etc.) 


Transport services 


Accommodation 


Daily expenses  

What we need :

What We Offer :

A powerful cinema evening focused on Ukraine — featuring 
films, live discussions, and special guests from Ukraine.  

Cultural and emotional resonance for audiences in 
Ukraine and within the Ukrainian community abroad.  

Visibility for our partners through dedicated social 
media posts and stories highlighting your organization 
or institution, as well as media mentions and coverage.  

Placement of the partner's logo on event materials and 
banners on our website.  

Logo inclusion in trailers and on opening screens 
before each screening.



Contact us

+38098 800 49 79

General Director

(Ukraine, Bulgaria)  

Tetiana Stanieva

  .     Facebook

+35987 818 29 49

Executive Director

(Bulgaria)

Serhii Zeinalov

  .     Facebook

+38093 799 73 40

Elina Volska
Chief Operating Officer


(Ukraine)

      .     Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/skytanya
https://www.facebook.com/sergezeinal
tel:0937997340
https://www.facebook.com/elina.volskaya


Click the buttons  to visit our social media pages and the film 
festival website and stay up to date with all the news and events!

Website

.                   IMDB .                   Letterboxd

  .        YouTube  .     Instagram  .     Facebook

                           .                          

We appreciate your interest!

https://www.imdb.com/event/ev0047128/2024/1/
https://letterboxd.com/okoieff/
https://www.youtube.com/@okofilmfest
https://www.instagram.com/okofilmfestival/
https://www.facebook.com/okofilmfest
https://filmfreeway.com/InternationalEthnographicFilmFestivalOKO

